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Christmas is upon us, and the Newsletter brings glad
tidings of... Berkeley music, as always!

Berkeley at the Gramophone Awards

At the Gramophone Classical Music Awards 2025, the
Song Award was won by Songs for Peter Pears, Robin
Tritschler’s recent album that features Berkeley’s
“devastatingly personal” Five Housman Songs, and the
sublime Songs of the Half-Light.

During the ceremony, Robin and guitarist Sean Shibe also
performed Rachel, from the Songs of the Half-Light.
Afterwards, Robin wrote “It was a lovely, glittery
occasion, and | was delighted to be able to publicly thank
the Lennox Berkeley Society for its support.”

We'd like to extend our congratulations once again on
this wonderful accolade!
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Berkeley in Poland

Last month, Berkeley’s Trio for Horn, Violin and Piano
was performed in the Nizio Gallery, Warsaw. This was
arranged by our former Chairman, David Wordsworth, as
part of the British Music Festival.

“All the concerts went very well and the performance of
the Trio was outstanding. The horn player was the
Principal of the Warsaw Opera and he was delighted to
have discovered the piece, not least as it was written for
his hero Dennis Brain. He is intent on playing the piece
again and will be showing it to his students at the Chopin
University.” — David Wordsworth

The event was made possible by a generous donation
from an anonymous member of the Society, covering the
artists’ fees and the hire cost of the music.

Other composers featured in the evening’s programme
include Frederick Delius, Peter Maxwell Davies, Philip
Cashian and Edward Elgar. A subsequent concert also
included Haiku 1: Birds by our own Michael Berkeley.

| had previously reported that David hoped to direct the
Polish premiere of Berkeley’s Stabat Mater as part of this
Festival. The Stabat Mater is now planned to appear in
the Musica Sacra Festival in Warsaw, in May 2026.

Berkeley in Cambridge

Much closer to home, in late September, our present
Chairman, Adam Pounds, performed Berkeley’s
Divertimento in B with the Academy of Great St Mary’s.
This was aided practically by the beautifully typeset
orchestral parts that the Society commissioned, and
aided financially by a grant from the Society for which
the orchestra is very grateful.

Of the performance, Adam wrote: “The concert on
Saturday was a great success and we performed to a
packed church... | think that we performed the
Divertimento well and in particular the 3rd (Scherzo)
movement. There was a lot of positive feedback from
audience and players.”

The Divertimento was followed by a truly spectacular
rendition of Tchaikovsky’s Violin Concerto by Charlie
Lovell-Jones, whose pyrotechnic performance brought
the whole audience to their feet in applause.

Michael Easton

The Committee recently became aware of two works by
Michael Easton (1954-2004), one of Berkeley’s last
composition pupils at the Royal Academy of Music.
These works are musical tributes to Berkeley, written in
1990, shortly after Berkeley’s death.

Reflections is a set of six variations for piano, based on
Berkeley’s Six Preludes for Piano:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xEjuS16MiQs

In Memoriam: Lennox Berkeley, for flute and piano,
qguotes from some of the composers who were close to
Berkeley, including Ravel, Britten and Poulenc:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1iXhHGVICpU

Tony has written more extensively about Michael Easton
in the News section of our website:
https://www.lennoxberkeley.org.uk/news
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That’s all for 2025. | look forward to writing again in the
Spring. Until then, a very Happy Christmas from all of us
on the Committee.

Ash Bridges (Editor)


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xEjuS16MiQs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1iXhHGVICpU
https://www.lennoxberkeley.org.uk/news

Appendix

Each edition of the Newsletter has used musical quotations as paragraph dividers. As | did at the end of 2024, I'll finish
with a list of the works from which this year’s quotations were taken...
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Five Short Pieces, no. 3 Happy Birthday (not attributed to Berkeley — this was
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Trio for Horn, Violin and Piano
Mont Juic Suite, movement 1
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